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The 80 U L's perpetual Progreſs to- 
wards Perfection through all Eter- 
nity, illuſtrated and proved. | 

by ſenſe, and entirely confined 

to this preſent world ; then the 


moſt fatal conſequences would inevitably 
follow. On the one hand, the diſtreſſed 
and afflicted, although juſt and upright 
part of mankind, would gradually ſink 
down into deſpair, and at laſt be wholly 


ERE our views and proſpects, 
our deſires and hopes, limited 


ſwallowed up with grief, ſorrow, and de- 
jection of ſpirit. If in this life only we 


had hope in God, (ſays the apoſtle), then 
of all men living we ſhould be the moſt 
* miſerable.” On the other hand, the gid- 
dy and the thoughtleſs, the impious and 
the profane, would wallow in luxury and 
ſenſuality, in riot and oppreſſion, without 
the leaſt anxious feeling, remorſe, or re- 
ſtraint of mind. Eat, drink, and be mer- 
ry, for to-morrow we die, would then 
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0 be the favourite maxim of the ungodly, 
| Thus vice and impiety would reign tri- 
| umphant, whilſt innocence and merit would 
be abaſhed, and every thing amiable and 
excellent deſpiſed and rejected. 

But to check and reſtrain the impetuous 
ſpirit and rapid courſe of the one, and to 
encourage the faint hearts, and maintain 
the faith, ſteadineſs, and perſeverance, of 
1 the other part of mankind, amid the va- 
lions troubles and difficulties of this pre- 
| ſent life, a glorious but awful ſcene is ex- 
| hibited to us beyond death and the grave. 
| Howeyer much the good man may ſuffer, 
or however much the wicked may triumph 
l and rejoice here; yet hereafter it ſhall not 
1 be ſo. For © verily it ſhall be well with 
| the righteous ; but the Wr and the 
} e ungodly. ſhall periſh for ever.” 

1 The proofs and evidences of a future 
|} ſtate, drawn from nature, reaſon, and di- 
: | vine revelation, are frequent, clear, and 
. convincing. Can only a compound, ma- 
' terial body, an union and coheſion of parts, 
f be diſſolved ? Then a ſimple, immaterial, 
il and indiviſible eſſence (fuch as the ſoul of 
, man) i is in its own nature immortal, and 
Wespe of corfapeggh diſſolution, - or 
death. 
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death. And as no leſs power is neceſſary 
to annihilate than originally to create a 
ſpiritual eſſence, none but the Author of 
nature can finally reduce it to nothing. 
But ſure the great Creator, who wills the 
perfection, and delights in the happineſs 
of his creatures, will never deſtroy the no- 
bleſt part of man. But hath the all- form- 
ing hand of God originally implanted cer- 
tain deſires, appetites, and affections in 
the human breaſt, and hath he deſigned 
theſe for the advancement of human na- 
ture in dignity and felicity? Then theſe de- 
fires and afſections, which are natural to man, 
muſt be gratified, in order to his peace and 
happineſs: and in order to their gratifica- 
tion, they muſt have correſponding objects 
in a preſent or future world. What then 
do thoſe anxious deſires, diſcernible in eve- 
ry breaſt, and earneſt longings after im- 
mortality, indicate? Are not theſe natu- 
ral impulſes of the human mind, clear de- 
monſtrations of a ſtate of exiſtence beyond 
death and the grave? Is the very notion 
of annihilation gloomy and frightful, hor- 
rible and ſhocking to the rational mind, 
which ſhrinks back at the very thoughts 
thereof, and trembles at deſtruction? Then 
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this natural dread of, and averſion from, 
diſſolution, and thoſe fond deſires of im- 
mortality, evidently point out an hereaf- 
ter, and aſcertain an eternity to man, But 
is the ſoul immortal? Then both the hap- 
pineſs of the creature, and the equity of 
the divine law, demand and demonſtrate, 
that the body ſhall be raiſed up, and re- 
united to the ſoul at the laſt day; that the 
ſaint, in that union of ſoul and body, may 
receive the moſt complete felicity, and the 
body, formerly an inſtrument of righteouſ- 
neſs, may then become a partaker of eternal 
bliſs: © For what a man ſoweth, that alſo 
* thall he reap.” The conduct of the di- 

ine adminiſtration is a clear collateral 
proof of this doctrine. Are not the im- 
pious and the profane, as the Pſalmiſt Aſaph 
formerly complained, © who ſet their mouths 
* againſt the heavens, and ſpeak wickedly 
concerning oppreſſion; are not theſe in 
trouble as other men? and have they no 
* bands in their death, but enjoy more af- 
* fluence and pleaſure than heart could 
* with?” when the righteous © have been 

graced all the da y long, and chaſtened 

* every morning ;” inſomuch that their 


* ſpirit is overrchelmed, and their ſoul re- 
« fuſeth 


E 

* fuſeth to be comforted; and they are 
ready to cry out in bitterneſs and anguiſh, 
«* Verily I have cleanſed my heart in vain, 
* and waſhed my hands in innocency!” 
A time ſhall come, when the ſupreme Ru- 
ler of the univerſe ſhall ſhew the equity, 
propriety, and excellency of thoſe dark; 
intricate, and perplexing ſteps: of provi- 
dence, and reCtify all thoſe ſeeming abuſes: 
If God is juſt and holy, there muſt, there 
certainly will, be a future'ſtate of retribu- 
tion. This ſeems to have been the gene- 
ral belief of all ages and nations, who have 
acknowledged a ſupreme Being. This im- 
portant doctrine was believed by the Hea- 
thens, it was darkly revealed to the Jews, 
but clearly brought to light by the go- 
„ſpel.“ Now we know that our Re- 
* deemer liveth; and that he ſhall ſtand 
upon this earth, at the laſt day,” Now 
we know, © that this corruptible muſt put 
on incorruption, and this mortal muſt 
put on immortality; and that every man 
* ſhall receive according to the deeds: done 
in the body.” And as this doctrine is 
founded upon reaſon and equity, depends 
upon the perfections of God, and is clear- 
ly revealed by the infallible oracles of 
truth ; 
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truth; ſo it is exemplified to us by the 
reſurrection of Chriſt Jeſus from the dead: 
* Chriſt is now riſen from the dead, and 
become the firſt-fruits of them that ſlept: 
* God hath appointed a day, in the which 
* he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
by that man whom he hath ordained ; 
* whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all 
* men, in that he hath raiſed him from 
* the dead.” EE 

Hence the divine, as well as human laws, 
have their ſanctions. Theſe ſanctions, 
which flow from the immutable nature of 
God, the great legiſlator of the univerſe, 
are deſigned by him to inforce obedience ; 
and the greater they are in their kind, and 
the more durable in their nature, they will 
{till the more affect the heart, and influence 
the conduct of every rational and attentive 
obſerver, Future rewards and puniſh- 
ments, the great ſanctions of the divine 
law, are unſpeakably great in their kind, 
and eternal in duration. They affect the 
preſent peace, and determine the future 
happineſs or miſery of the immortal ſoul ; 
and therefore merit our moſt ſerious atten- 
tion and conſideration. 


The 
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The happineſs of heaven, which I pro- 
poſe, God willing, to diſcourſe on at pre- 
ſent, is indeed a ſubject vaſtly too high 
for any mortal thoroughly to comprehend, 
For, in the language of an inſpired apo- 
ſtle, © it doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
be.“ In this imperfect ſtate of things, 
we labour under numberleſs diſadvantages; 
our underſtandings are much clouded with 
ignorance, prejudice, and prepoſleſſion : 
our appetites and afſections are much in- 
fluenced and biaſſed by ſenſe, and ſenſible 
objects: and thole divine proſpects are in- 
viſible, future, and far diſtant from mor- 
tal reach. Hence no thought can fully 
conceive, far leſs can any words expreſs, 
the nature, perfection, and excellence of - 
celeſtial bliſs : © Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
« ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
* the heart of man to conceive, [or gueſs], 
the good things which God hath prepa+ 
red for them that love him.” I thall 
not, therefore, attempt to enumerate, far 
leſs preſume to deſcribe, the ſeveral parti- 

_ cular parts of the ſaints felicity in thoſe 
happy regions of eternal day; ' but-ſhall, 
at this time, confine myſelf to one fingle 
point; namely, The perpetual progreſs of 
x the 
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the foul towards perfection through all e- 
ternity. And I the rather chuſe to diſ- 
courſe on this ſubject, as the doctrine of 
progreſſive happineſs, although moſt beau- 
tiful in itſelf, moſt conſiſtent with the di- 
vine perfections, and moſt delightful to 
the rational mind, is generally unknown, 
or very imperfectly underſtood, by the bulk 
of mankind. 

Whether the ſoul will immediately af- 


ter death, aſſume a ſpirituous aerial body, 


as an inſtrument of motion and ſenſation? 
or whether it will remain in a ſeparate 
ſtate, quite diveſted of all body, until the 
reſurrection? Whether the univerſal con- 
flagration will, in ſome meaſure, affect 
each individual perſon, ſo that every body 


will be purified by fire before Chriſt ap- 


pear in the clouds to judgement? What 
will be the exact form and figure of the 
glorified body? or whether it may vary its 
form at pleaſure? What degrees of 
ſtrength, activity, and velocity, the body 
will then be capable of exerting ? Theſe, 


and many other queſtions of the like kind, 


are more curious than edifying. We, 


* who only ſee in part, and know in part,” 


gan never determine in theſe unſearchable 
; | myſteries; 


* = 
myſteries ;. nor can we reap any ſolid ad- 
vantage from the ſolution of them. But 
however theſe things may be, 

We are certain, that all the remaining 
ſeeds of corruption, degeneracy, and death, 
wilt be totally rooted out of our ature} 
that we thall be internally refined and ſpi- 
ritualifed, and made nne of the di- 
vine life and nature, being according 
„to the riches of the glory of God, 
20 ſtrengthened with all might by his 
“Spirit in the inner man;“ and exter- 
nally changed into glorious, celeſtial, and 
immortal bodies, which will“ ſhine forth 
like the brightneſs of the firmament, 
“and the ſtars for ever and ever. For 
this corruptible muſt put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal muſt put on im- 

* mortality.” 
| Whether the body will all at once be ad- 
vanced to the higheſt poſſible degree of 
glory and perfection, or whether it will 
attain its ſplendor and dignity by a pro- 
greſſive courſe of improvement, we can- 
not determine; but good reaſon have we 
to conclude, that the ſoul will go on in a 
progreſſive courſe, {till advancing to high- 
er degrees of dignityr glory, and felicity, 

| if through 
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through all eternity. This delightful pro: 
ſpect evidently appears from analogy, na- 
ture, and the divine perfections. 
The Heathen deities have often been 
urged, as a ſtrong preſumptive proof of 
the being and exiſtence of the true God; 
becauſe the ſhadow indicates the reality 
I of the ſubſtance; and where there is no ſub- 
it ſtance, there can be na ſhadow. Why 
fl then may not the ſhady groves, and pur- 
4 ling ſtreams, the pleaſant vales, and hulls, 
and dales, and other diverſified ſcenes of 
the Elyſian fields, painted with all the lu- 
xuriancy of fancy, and implicitly believed 
by a credulous multitude; why may not 
theſe poetical . fictions, which, notwith- 
| ſtanding their extravagance, have a foun- 
| dation in nature, and in ſome reſpects are 
more conſiſtent than other parts of Hea- 
Il then mythology ; why may not theſe fa- 
5 bles ſhadow forth, in ſome faint and im- 
perfect degree, the ſuperior variety and 
glory of Emanuel's land, thoſe happy re- 
5 gions of eyerlaſting day? But if variety, 
then there muſt neceſſarily be improvement 
in knowledge, and hence in felicity and 
ll. glory, _ 
I But let vs reaſon from analogy, and 
i | well- 
I | 
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well-Known and familiar facts. Moſt 
things that fall under our obſervation un⸗ 
dergo various changes before they arrive 
at a ſtate of maturity and perfection. We 
can eafily diſcover a gradual progreſs in 
the vegetable, animal, and rational world; 
and therefore have good reaſon to con- 
elude, that this will alſo be the caſe in the 
intellectual world. For does not God, in 
the divine adminiſtration, carry on the 
great plans of divine providence, by a 
chain or ſeries of ſubordinate cauſes, all 
beautiful and harmonious in themſelves, 
and all tending to advance the ſupreme 
glory and general good of the whole? 
But, more particularly, in the vegetable 
world, we ee plants, herbs, and trees; 
ſpringing up from fmall ſeeds, ' and advan- 
cing, by flow and imperceptible degrees, 
to a ſtate of maturity and perfection. 
Should“ a man; as our Saviour obſerves 
in another caſe, © caſt ſeed into the ground; 
„and viſit it night and day, carefully. 
_ obſerving its progreſs, the ſeed ſprings 
te and grows up, he knows not how; for 
* the earth bringeth forth fruit of herſelf, 
« firſt the blade, then rhe tar, after that 
* the full corn in the ear.” But the ſame 

B 2 gradual 
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gradual and harmonious progreſs which 
is ſo diſcernible in the natural, is no leſs 
conſpicuous in the animal and rational 
world; which are intimately united toge- 
* ther in the ſame individual perſon, man. If 
oi you obſerve a new-born infant, though he 
hath all the members, joints, and linea- 
ments of a perfect man; yet what a poor, 
| feeble, helpleſs creature 1s he ! His tender 
joints cannot ſupport him; nor can his fee- 
ble arm yield him any relief. But you can 
| caſily conceive him in a {till weaker, more 
fl helpleſs, and imperfect condition: For, 
x * the all-ſeeing eye beheld his ſubſtance, , 
5 yet being imperfect; and by the all- 
* forming hand of God, he is fearfully 
i * and wonderfully made,” and already 
advanced ſo far towards perfection, in 
5 form, ſtrength, and ſtature. The child 
i goes on; his bones knit; his finews 
| | ſtrengthen; and as he advances, from in- 
'F fancy to childhood, from childhood to 
g youth, and from thence to manhood, his 
1 ſtrength, activity, and ſtature, ſtill in- 
creaſe by gradual, although flow and im- 
it pzrceptible degrees, according to his age. 
bi Now, obſerve the faculties and opera- 
I tions of his mind: Are they not in the 
| ſame 
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ſame ſucceſſive ſituation. ? ſubject ta the 
ſame vieiſſitudes? and, after much care 
and cultivation, at laſt brought to their 
maturity and perfection? A new-born 
infant does not diſcover the leaſt degree of 
underſtanding; but by and by reaſon be- 
gins to dawn: at firſt a few ſparks: only 
appear; then a faint glimmering ray; 
which blazes forth in youth, and in old 
age becomes a burning and ſhining light. 
So that the Evangeliſt -Luke's obſervation 
rota our blefled Saviour, Luke ii. 
$4. that“ he increaſed: in wiſdom and ſta- 
ture, and in favour with God and man, 
holds goads with reſpect to the human 
ſpecies in general. Theſe obſervations are 
confirmed by fact and daily experience. 
Obſerve a particular tribe or family; few 
in number, uncultivated in their minds, 
and rude in their manners; emerging from 
darkneſs, obſcurity, and barbariſm; ſee 
them increaſing in number, advancing in 
knowledge, and gradually acquiring the 
nobleſt improvements of the human mind; 
till in a ſhort time they become a flouriſh- 
ing and mighty empire; no leſs reſpectable 
for their profound knowledge, refined po- 
| ney, and _— probity, than their ex- 

ternal 
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ternal affluence and ſplendor. Conſider 
the vaſt improvements that have been 
made in the civil and political world, and 
the remarkable progreſs that appears in 
the moral and divine life. What ama- 
zing progreſs have trade and manufactures, 
arts and ſciences, made in theſe latter 
days! How wonderful the mathematical, 
philoſophical, and aſtronomical diſcove- 
ries that have been made! How would 
the ſurpriſing powers of the loadſtone, 
and electrical fire, have aſtoniſhed and con- 
founded the ancients! Would not the 
darkened ages of the world, without the 
leaſt heſitation, have aſcribed theſe moſt 
valuable diſcoveries to the intervention of 
demons, and machination of infernal 
ſpirits? If from theſe you paſs' on to 
the moral and divine life, a progreſſive 
courſe of improvement is no leſs viſible 
and certain. | 

Not to mention ethical and moon diſ- 
quiſitions, the. cleareſt indications of the 
improvement of the human mind in know- 
ledge and virtue, conſider only the rapid pro- 
greſs, and amazing ſucceſs, of the glorious 
goſpel : A ſyſtem of morals truly noble and 
divine, and every way wiſely adapted for 
| the 


191 
the advancement of human nature in per- 
fection and excellence. This ray of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, at firſt faint: and 
twinkling, almoſt imperceptible, quickly 
overſpread and enlightened the whole 
world. That famous vine brought of old 
from Egypt land, and planted in the fer- 
tile fields of Zion, © which took deep root, 
and filled the land, overſhadowing the 
* hills with its branches, and ſtretching 
forth its boughs like the goodly cedar, 
was in every reſpect inferior to this re- 
nowned tree of life; which is conſidered 
in the ſame light by our bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf, and its amazing propagation re- 
preſented . under the notion of aà tree: 
Marth. xiii. 31. The kingdom of heaven 

is like to a grain of muſtard-ſeed, which 
« a man took and ſowed in his field: 
** which indeed is the leaſt of all ſeeds; 
but when it is grown, it is the greateſt 
e among herbs, and becometh a tree; ſo 
* that the birds of the air come and ogge 
in the branches thereof.“ 

The progreſs of the divine life is no leſs 
evident and certain. Our Saviour calls 
the firſt motions and aperations of the 
| Spirit on the powers and faculties of the 
ſoul, 
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ſoul, a new birth. The Apoſtle Peter calls 
weak and feeble Chriſtians new-born babes ; 
and as ſuch enjoins them to feed on the 
* fincere milk of the word.” And the A- 
poſtle Paul calls the adult believer, © who 
* had tafted the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, a per- 
* fect man in Chriſt Jeſus.” Theſe ſeveral 
appellations do clearly point out thoſe ad- 
vances in righteouſneſs and holinefs, which 
the ſincere Chriſtian feels in his own breaſt, 
and experiences in his conduct: * For he 
js ſtill growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
* Jeſus Chriſt.“ But is not this univerſal 
motion, this viſible progreſs in the rational, 
moral, and {ſpiritual life, a clear demon- 
{tration of the ſoul's perpetual improve- 
ment in this world? Earthly purſuits, 
indeed, all the objects of ſenſe,” are fluc- 
tuating and tranſient; they make a ſudden 
flaſh, and then evaniſh into ſmoke and 
empty air: but the objects of faith, the 
purſuits of the immortal foul, are durable 
and permanent, for ever freſh, for ever new. 
And to be ſenfible of this, as well as the 
ſuperior dignity of the ſoul, let us conſider - 
30 | 05 222 20086 * 
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this material difference — . ay 
and the body.-- -- 

That the body, as 1 as it arrives at 
a certain period of exiſtence, its full 
growth and maturity, although no exter- 
nal violence hurt its vitals, or retard its 
motion, begins to decay, and ſoen dies 
away of its own accord: Like the graſs 
* of the field it withereth away.” Bur 
the ſoul is not ſubject to decay; and al 
though it may be injured and oppreſſed 
by ſin, the only diſeaſe of the ſoul, yet it 
cannot die. An unwary ſpectator indeed 
may be apt to imagine, from the cloſe 
connection, and ſtriking ſimilarity, be- 
tween corporeal and - ſpiritual improve- 
ments, that as reaſon ripens with the bo- 
dy, ſo it alſo. ſinks down, and dies wick 
it. And his not diſtinguiſhing between 
the ſoul itſelf and its viſible operations, 
will confirm him ſtill the more in this 
notion; becauſe ſometimes the brain is ſo 
diſordered by a ſudden fit of paſſion, an 
accidental blow, a raging fever, or ſome 


other injury or frailty, that the ſpark of 


reaſon ſeems to be quite extinguiſhed. 

But here, it is moſt evident, the defect 
lies not in the ſoul, but in the body. H 
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a candle is lighted, and put under a buſhel, 
its rays (if any appear) are fo very weak 
and faint, that a byſtander can hardly 
diſcern, whether the candle is ſtill burny 
ing or not: In a dark or cloudy day, 
you cannot diſcover the beauties of the 
ſun: But the candle is ſtill burning, the 
ſun {till ſhining with his uſual ſplendor. 
In hke manner, the ſoul, when the body, 
but eſpecially the brain, is any how diſ- 
compoſed, is ſhut up, at it were, in a dark 
cell, and its luſtre obſcured : hence its 
Tays are imperceptible, and its operations 
unknown.” Are the animal ſpirits, the 
means of ſenſation and perception, flatten- 
ed or exhauſted ? then' the ſoul, howevet 
bright or active in itſelf, muſt operate in 
a very dull and languid manner. Do 
broken or blunted tools, although in the 
moſt ſkilful hand, mar and debaſe the 
niceſt piece of mechaniſm ? The frailties 
ot the body, or diſtempers of the brain, 
will obſtruct the nobleſt efforts of reaſon 
and judgement. 

_ Having now traced out the manifeſt 


tendency of. the ſoul towards perfection, 
: as long as it animates this frail mortal 


pody, let us _ the thought a little 


further, 


18 
further, and conſider the ſoul's progitls 
beyond death and the grave. 

The ſoul no ſooner leaves this body of 
clay, than all thoſe clouds of ignorance; 
prejudice, and prepoſſeſſion, that former- ' 
ly ingroſſed, confuſed, and perplexed the 
troubled mind, for ever fly away. The 
ſpectres of delufive fancy now evaniſh! 
Darkneſs, confuſion, and error, are now 
no more! Celeſtial light, and life, and 
glory, break in upon the heaven- born 
foul; which, like the morning-fun, ſhall 
ſhine forth more and more unto the per- 
fect day. And in the morning of the re- 
ſurrection, the ſoul ſhall be again united 
to the body: but not to a frail mortal 
body, that is ſubject to corruption, or ca- 
pable of diſſolution, * For fleſh and hlood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven; 
but to a body ſo thoroughly refined and 
ſpiritualiſed i in its nature, that it cannot 


in the leaſt retard the motion, or ſully the 4 


glory, of the immortal ſoul. Thus the 
ſoul will go on from glory to glory; from 
one degree of light, life, and perfection, 
to no, through the ene abs of Pe 
| e Aten £5.24 SOLO. . 1 
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Were not the faculties of knowing and 
chuſing the moſt ſuitable and worthy ob- 


jects, thoroughly ſanctified, highly exalt- 


ed in their nature, and made capable of 
ſtill higher attainments, of advancing to 
ſtill higher degrees of glory, perfection, 
and excellence, through all eternity; we 
ſhould be even worſe in a future than in 
a preſent world. Rational powers and 
faculties cannot, with ſafety, lie dormant 
and inactive. If they are not exerciſed 
upon proper objects, they muſt of courſe 
corrupt and decay. A power of knowing and 
acting, however clear, quick, and piercing, 
the underſtanding, or however ſuitable the 
reſpective objects of perfection and ac- 
tion, without exercifing theſe faculties in 
a proper manner, can never conſtitute the 
dignity and felicity of the glorified ſaint ; 
but divine exerciſe tends to ſpiritual im- 
provement and perfection. Infinite wiſ- 
dom, which does nothing in vain, hath 
appointed theſe means of improvement; 
which the felicity of the ſoul requires, its 
dignity demands, and God N will 

render effectual. 
Suppoſe, which is im poſlible that God. 
by an abſolute and irreverſible decree, 
| ſhould 
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ſhould at the day of judgement fix all 
things in the ſame unchangeable ſtate 
and condition through all eternity, with- 
out diminution of happineſs, or increaſe 
of pain: This, I ſay, in the nature of 
things, is abſolutely impoſſible; for with- 
out a perpetual miracle it could not be 
done: But granting, for the preſent, it 
were ſo, what would be the conſequence ? 
The moſt perfect faint in heaven, the 
higheſt angel in bliſs, could not be hap- 
py. Were the inhabitants of heaven to 
have the ſame knowledge, the ſame no- 
tions and feeling of things, without any 
addition or variation, how ſoon would 
heaven itſelf turn burdenſome to them! 
How ſoon does the moſt delicious feaſt; 
the moſt raviſhing entertainment, cloy 
and ſatiate the ſenſual appetite in like 
manner, the nobleſt intellectual entertain 
ment, the language of paradiſe, and ce- 
leſtial eloquence itſelf, would ſoon pall 
and ſatiate the immortal ſoul. A deſire 
of knowledge is a noble paſſion implant 
ed in the human breaſt: it is natural to 
man; and without the gratification of 
that paſſion, it is impoſſible that / he ever 
can be happy. If therefore God is good; 


B 
if he indeed delights to communicate hap2 
pineſs to man, and hath originally im- 


planted in him an appetite for happineſs; 


then he will certainly gratify that ap- 

petite. | 
But to be fully convinced of this im- 
portant and delightful truth, let it be õb- 
ſerved, - that God only is infinitely and 
abſolutely perfect. There are many things 
in the divine adminiſtration, which none 
but God only can know. Hence he is 
called the only wiſe God; is ſaid to dwell 
in light macceſſible; and to charge his angels 
with folly. But the whole angelic order, 
all thoſe celeſtial ſpirits that continually 
ſurround the throne of God, are in a-pro- 
greſſtre ſtate; ſtill advancing to higher 
degrees of knowledge, glory, and perfec- 
tion, to all eternity. And this 'will evi- 
dently appear, if we conſider, that theſe 
angels, being created before this material 
world, when the earth was made, and 
filled with inhabitants, theſe ſons of light 
would know more than at their own crea- 
tion; at the incarnation of Chriſt, they 
would know more than' at the formation 
of the earth, ſeveral grand revolutions ha- 
ving intervened ; at Chriſt's aſcenfion, they 
would 
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would know: more than-at his birth; at 
preſent, they know more than they could 
do at Chriſt's, aſcenſion; and at the ge- 
neral judgement, when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be revealed, and the intrica- 
cies of providence unravelled before men 
and angels, they will know ſtill more than 
they can do at preſent. Hence theſe pure 
intelligences, thoſe miniſters of grace, who” 
ſtand in the divine preſence, and hearken 
to his will, do ſtill acquire more exten- 
five views, clearer conceptions, and more 
affecting impreſſions of the wiſdom, power, 
and ' majeſty exerted and manifeſted in 
the divine adminiſtration, From all which 
it is certain, that the angels are in a pro- 
greſſive ſtate of improvement. If they are 
not, then one of theſe two things muſy ne- 
ceſſarily follow. 

That theſe angels muſt either "EF had 
a perfect foreknowledge of every future 
event from the beginning, and at their 
own creation diſtinctly known every thing 
that could poſſibly happen in the bound- 
leſs univerſe; or elſe they muſt have been 
created with capacities capable of know - 
ing and underſtanding all things at one 
gomprehenſive glance. The human mind, 
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by obſervation, reflection, and compari- 
fon, may ſometimes anticipate Knowledge. 
Men inſpired; on certain occaſions,” with 
prophetic ſpirits and revelations, have 
foreſeen and foretold future events. But 
this laſt is miraculous, and therefore no 
ground of argument. But how any fi- 
nite creature, for we -* were created but a 
lirtle lower than the angels, and they as 
well as we are finite beings, whoſe powers 
are limited and circumſcribed ; now, how 
theſe finite creatures can ever foreknow, 
or even conceive, that which was never 
revealed, and never exiſted, (but in the 
divine intellect), we can never paiſſibly 
conceive. And that theſe angels do not 
foreknow all future events and contin- 


gencies, is manifeſt from our Lord's own 


words: For, ſpeaking of the day of judge» 
ment, Matth. xx1v. 36. he ſays, But 
* of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
** No not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only.” And this too is doubtleſs 
the caſe with reſpect to many other things, 
which lie concealed in the eternal mind, 
until the proper time of their manifeſta- 
tion to the ſons of God. 

And 


3 


[ 29 ] 
And although we ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
the angels are at once capable of fſearch< 
ing out and knowing all God's works of 
creation, providence, and grace, a ſtu- 
pendous taſk | yet fully to comprehend 
an immenſe Deity, would baffle all their 
{kill. God, by the exertion and mani- 
feſtation of his perfections, diſcovers him- 
ſelf to his creatures in the cleareſt and 
moſt illuſtrious manner: For the hea» 
vens declare his glory, and all things 
* beſpeak his eternal power and god- 
„head.“ But the moſt enlightened and 
exalted cherubim or ſeraphim in heaven, 
by his own ſtrength of genius, and all 
theſe manifeſtations of Deity, is inca- 
pable of eomprehending the divine nature. 
Were you to challenge the moſt noble, 
the brighteſt, and wiſeſt of the angelic 
order, in the words of Zophar .to Job, 
Job xi. 7. ©* Canſt thou by ſearching find 
out God? canſt thou find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection? he would 
frankly acknowledge, that the taſk is in- 
finitely too high for him. He would tell 
you, that he knows ſtill more and more 
of God; ſees the divine perfections ſtill 
more and more illuſtriouſly diſplayed; 
8 but 
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but the divine eſſence no created being 
can ever poſſibly comprehend. The an- 
gels then are evidently in a progreſſive 
ſtate : 'they increaſe in knowledge, and 
conſequently in perfection and felicity 0 
through all eternity. 

But what I have juſt now ſaid con- 
cerning angels, the native ſons, will hold 
good with reſpect to the glorified ſaints, 
the adopted ſons of heaven. Are the an- 
gels in a progreſſive ſtate ?. do they for e- 
ver advance in knowledge, perfection, and 
excellence? 'The ſaints in heaven will be 
in the very ſame ſtate and condition. 
They will be under the ſame auſpicious 
government; guided by the ſame eternal 
laws; intitled to the ſame privileges and 
immunities; and, in a word, enjoy the 
lame eternal advantages with the native 
ſons of heaven. What a glorious pro- 
ſpect is this! what an inexhauſtible fund 
of happineſs! The ſun may grow dim 
with age; the ſparkling ſtars may loſe 
their light; and mighty ſyſtems ſink into 
oblivion; but thy duration, ſincere Chriſtian, 
{hall be eternal! the ſpring of thy bliſs for 
ever freſh, for ever flowing! and the joy 
and delight of thine enraptured ſoul for ey 
ver increaſing! How tranſporting the con- 

ſideratign, 
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ſideration, That in ſome future period of 
our exiſtence, we ſhall as much excel the 
angels in wiſdom, ſplendor, and excel- 
lence, as we are now inferior to them! 
But as we improve and advance in per- 
fection and happineſs, and ſtill go on 
* to know, the angelic order will till. 
advance before us. The whole rational 
and intellectual world are in motion; and 
the nobler they are in their nature, their 
progreſs will ſtill be the ſwifter. They 
will be for ever approaching to, but can 
never poſſibly arrive at abſolute perfec- 
tion. God will for ever dwell in light in- 
acceſſible, and full of glory: he will be 
for ever infinitely ſuperior to all created 
beings. Finite creatures, indeed, cannot 
conceive how rational and intelligent be- 
ings ſhould be for ever approaching near- 
er and nearer to the ſtandard of abſolute 
perfection, and never reach it: but rea- 
ſon, and the nature of the ching evince 
the infallible truth. 5 


ISHALL now conſider all the objections 
that I conceive can, with any propriety, 
be urged againſt the ſoul's perpetual pro- 
| grels towards perfection in a future as 
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well as preſent world. And ſetting theſe 
objections in the ſtrongeſt light, and diſ- 
cuſſing them in the cleareſt and moſt con- 
vincing manner, will (I preſume) place 
this delightful doctrine in the cleareſt view, 
and confirm and eſtabliſh 3 it upon the ſureſt 
foundation. 

It may be ſaid, That the ſaints in hea- 
ven are repreſented in ſcripture as in a 
ſtate of perfection: For in the catalogue 
of the heavenly inhabitants given us 
Heb. x11. 22. 23. 24. the ſaints are called 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. But if 
the ſaints, as ſoon as they enter the gates 
of the New Jeruſalem, are perfect, that 
is, perfectly holy, perfectly glorious, 
bleſſed, and happy; then, in conſequence 
of this their perfection, they are incapable 
of improvement, of receiving any addi- 
tional glory or happineſs, but muſt re- 
main in the ſame unalterable, the ſame 
unchangeable ſtate and condition, through 
all eternity; and therefore the ſoul can 
make no progreſs in heaven. 

A ſuperficial view and miſtaken notion 
of this text, and a particular expreſſion in 
our Aſſembly's Shorter Catechiſm, name- 
ly, That the ſouls of believers are, at 

* their 


1 

* their death, made perfect in holineſs, 
have miſled many weak, although honeſt, 
well-meaning. Chriſtians. For the objec= 
tion here made, however ſpecious or pro- 
bable it may at firſt fight appear, has in- 
deed no evidence to ſupport it; nor is it 
at all conſiſtent with the nature and no--—- 
tion of heavenly happineſs. Suppoſe then, 
for the preſent, that that expreſſion, the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, ſignifies the 
faints in heaven; yet as the word perfect 
(on which che main force of the objection 
lies) is a word of an indefinite meaning, 
which neither determines the quality nor 
degree of immortal happineſs: ſb it never 
can W— che true * 1 —_ | 
bli&y: £20 no; IF 

Perfection hath — been aſcribed 
to good men, even in this worid; but 
that perfection was never yet choughs t6 
have put any ſtop to their | ſpiritual im- 
provements, or in the leaſt obſtruct their 
future dignity and happineſs. It is faid 
of Noah, that he was a juſt and perfect 
man;“ and of Job, that he was per- 
P; fect and upright * But no man will 
conclude from theſe characters, that theſe 


men were either perfectly holy, or per- 
fectly 


i © 
* * : 
iff 
F< * 
* * 
N . 
ads 
o 1 
7 * 
1 
. : 
\ N 
* 
d : 
3 
l 0 
1 
8 
. 
4 
* 
9 
4 


F 
+ 
1 
a 
1 


ͤ——ꝓũ — — we — — — wo. ͤ—ðX—᷑ - 


* - 
— 


. — —— no > : — 5 [ : —— — — - ä — — — 2 
7 << : — p > » "a —— — „ 8 — - a 8 — 8 ——— 2 = —— — > 2 — — - - 
2 aA% HH MNRPERE R . CERAR 2 — — 7 25 SI 6 EY 8 — EN. OS > a 2 
© : 3 8 N * 3 # I S 2 WE -$ Be. 2 8 . <=. * 2 — 2 iS. == , ' 
— e . . a — — — _- 2 — — . 22 © . ry p 2 NE * 
m — 4 p< _ * 4 - * — * 


i) 
9 
If 


= — ——— or 2 — I IO 


FJ. 
— 


- a * 5 yo 
r 


[ 34 ] 

fectly happy. Mark the perfect man, 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, and behold the up- 
* Tight; for the end of that man is peace.” 
But why is his peace or happineſs de- 
layed ? Had his perfection completed his 
dignity or happineſs, it would have been 
abſurd in the Pſalmiſt to make him happy 
only in the end. The Apoſtle Paul, ſpeak- 
ing of the goſpel, which 1s the wiſdom of 
God, ſays, © Howbeit we ſpeak wiſdom 
among them that are perfect.“ And a- 
gain, Let us therefore, as many as be 
perfect, be thus minded.“ Now, in 
whatever ſenſe perfection is taken when 
applied to mortal men, it will readily be 
granted, that it denotes a much higher 
degree of glory and happineſs when aſcri- 
bed to a glorified, than to a mortal body. 
For what our Lord obſerved of the goſpel 
and Moſaic diſpenſation, © That the leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than the greateſt of the prophets, may 
very properly be applied here. Doubt- 
leſs the loweſt glorified ſaint in heaven is 
inconceivably more noble and perfect than 
the moſt perfect man upon earth; and if 
ſo, then this word perfect is vague and 
ambiguous, denoting different degrees of 

| excellence, 
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excellence, according: to the fituation and 
cireumſtances of the perſon” to whom it 
is applied. But if it admits of different 
degrees, then it can be no argument at all 
againſt the ſoul's gradual tendency to ſtill 
higher degrees of glory and felicity 
through all eternity. The ſpirits of juſt 
men in heaven will indeed be perfectly 
free from all fin and pollution, and con- 
ſequently free from all trouble and pain. 
For what the apoſtle ſays of the church 
in general, Epheſ. v. 27. that it will be 
a glorious church, having no ſpot or 
+ wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, will hold 
good with reſpect to every the leaſt indi- 
vidual memberin it. But freedom from fin, 
and exemption from pain, are at beſt on- 
ly negative goodneſs, and-negative happi- 
neſs ; or rather a diſpoſition and pre-requi- 
ſite qualification to theſe excellencies, than 
the excellencies themſelves. It is moſt 
certain, that perfect, in that expreſſion 
now -under conſideration, * the ſpirits of 
Juſt men made perfect,” cannot be taken in 
an abſtract and unlimited ſenſe, as deno- 
ting abſolute perfection: for in this ſenſe 
none but God only is perfect. A being 
that is abſolutely perfect, muſt neceſſarily 
be 
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be ſelf-exiſtent, all- ſufficient, independent, 
and immutable, in its nature. But theſe 
are properties peculiar to God alone: 
theſe are the eſſential and incommuni- 
cable perfections of the divine nature. 
The moſt noble and exalted of the angelic 
order, depend upon God for their being 
and happineſs; and the happineſs of the 
ſaints, even in heaven itſelf, depends up- 
on the mediation and interceſſion of the 
Son of God; for we are expreſsly told, 
that © he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
for them.” But that there are different 
degrees of glory and happineſs, different 
degrees of perfection, even in heaven, is 
evident from ſacred writ. The prophet 
Daniel, xii. 3. ſpeaking of a future ſtate, 
ſays, They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament; and 
* they that turn many to righteouſneſs, 
* as the ſtars for ever and ever.“ Here 
then are two kinds of perfection; the one 
excelling the other, as far as the ſparkling 
luſtre of the ſtars ſurpaſſeth the common 
light of the firmament. And the Apoſtle 
Paul, diſcourſing on the reſurrection, 
1 Cor. xv. 41. 42. ſays, There is one 
i glory of the ſun, another glory of the 
“moon, 
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moon, ind another glory of the ſtars; ; 
* — as one ſtar differeth from another 

in glory, ſo alſo is the reſurreation ' of 
* 2 dead; that is, the reſurrection, or 
glorifled bodies of che ſaints, will differ 
from and ſurpaſs one another in glory. 
Now, as perfection is applied to all theſe 
glorified perſons, who do ſo much differ 
from and exceed one another in glory, 
may it not, with 'as much propriety, be 
applied'to the fame perſon in the different 
periods of his progreſs through erernity ? 
From all which it is manifeſt,” that that 
expreſſion, the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
Jeck, though it really ſignifled the ſaints 
in heaven, does not in the leaſt weaken or 
diſeredit this delightful doctrine of the 
ſouls gradual tendency to perfection 
through all eternity. But it is evident, 
from the ſcope and connection of the a- 
poſtle's reaſoning in the 12th of the He- 
brews, chat by the ſpirits of Juſt men made 
perfe# he does not mean the faints in 
heaven, but good men upon earth. The * 
apoſtle exhorted the Hebrews to courage, 
ſteadineſs, and perſeverance in their Chri- 
ſtian courſe, from the conſideration of 
their” ſuperior advantages as Chriſtians; 
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and points out theſe ſuperior advantages, 
by ſtating a compariſon between the Mo» 


ſaic and Chriſtian diſpenſations: For ye 


* are not come, ſays the apoſtle, ver. 18. 


—21, © unto the mount that might be 


* touched, and that burned with fire, nor 
* unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tem- 
*, peſt,” O.; that is, Ye are not now un- 
der that ſevere diſpenſation which was in- 
troduced with ſuch awful tokens of the 
divine majeſty and holineſs, as not. only 
{truck dread and terror into the Iſraelites, 
(a guilty people), and inſpired them with 
that abjet and flaviſh diſpoſition which 
that yoke of bondage they were then ſub- 
jected to, required; but which made your 
lawgiver Moſes himſelf (although highly 
favoured of God) © exceedingly to quake 
* and tremble !” But, ver. 22.— 24. 
* ye are come unto Mount Sion, and 
* unto the city of the living God, the 
* heavenly Jeruſalem,” e&c.; that is, Ye 
are now under a diſpenſation of grace, 
and love, and mercy ; uſhered in with ce- 
leſtial melody, angelic accents of peace 
* upon earth, and good-will towards 
* men;” publiſhed by the Son of God, 
and confirmed by the Holy Spirit: A dif- - 
penſation 
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penſation that breathes the very air of 
heaven, maintaining an intercourſe” and 
_ communion with the whole church of 


God, the hierarchies of heaven, as well as 
good men upon earth. Hence it is ei- 
dent, that theſe words, the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, when brought as an ob- 
jection againſt progreſſive happineſs in 
heaven, are miſrepreſented and miſunder- | 

ſtood. 
But perhaps ſome will ſay, The greateſt 
happineſs of the ſaints in heaven will ariſe 
from the immediate viſion and fruition of 
God, who 1s eternally and unchangeably 
the ſame : © For he is the Father of lights, 
* with whom is no variableneſs or ſhadow 
* of turning: and therefore the - ſaints 
higheſt happineſs will not ariſe from new 
diſcoveries and new acceſſions of glory and 
felicity, but from ſeeing and enjoying the 
ſelf-ſame thing, the ſame immutable be- 
ing, namely God: And therefore there can 
be no progreſs or improvement in heaven. 
This objection, brought againſt the 
ſoul's perpetual progreſs towards perfec- 
tion, when viewed in a proper light, 1s. 
one of the ſtrongeſt, "cleareſt, and moſt 
convincing arguments of the trath and 
12 reality 
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reality of celeſtial and eternal progreſs and 


improvement. That the higheſt happi- 
neſs of the ſaints in heaven will ariſe 
from the viſion and fruition of God, is 
moſt certain; but I am much afraid, that 
the nature of that happineſs is not ſuffi- 
ciently underſtood, What is it to ſee God 
Is it only to view that inacceſſible light, 
to gaze upon that tranſcendent brightneſs 
wherein God dwells? This, inſtead of 
exciting complacency and contentment, 
and begetting inward joy, ſerenity, and 
delight, would only. raiſe aſtoniſhment 
and wonder, and fill the mind with awe 
and veneration; which can never com- 
plete the happineſs of an immortal ſaul, 
Were you all at once to be introduced in- 
to the King's preſence, to ſee him ſitting 
upon his throne, arrayed in his royal robes, 
with a crown of gold upon his head, and 


the ſceptre in his hand, you would na 


doubt be very well pleaſed with the fight ; 
you would feel a certain joy and delight 
warming yqur breaſt on that happy occa- 
ſion. But whence proceeds that joy: 
what creates that happineſs you feel ? 18 
it only a ſight of thoſe royal robes, or that 
ſparkling diadem which adorns the King's 

ts | head, 


[4 
head, that hath yielded you: fo much 
pleaſure and fatisfaftion? Then your hap- 
pmeſs is built upon a ſandy foundation, 
and muſt of courſe be of very ſhort eon- 
tinuance. But does your pleaſure ariſe 
from the conſideration, that that auguſt 
perſon, in whoſe preſence you ſtand, is 
the ſupreme diſtributer of juſtice and 
judgement; that with a quick and diſ- 
cerning eye he will explore, and with a 
ſteady and impartial hand will reward the 
virtuous, and puniſh the vicious; that his 
wiſdom. and power, his juſtice and good 
neſs, and other qualifications, are every 
way equal to his exalted ſtation; and, in 
conſequence thereof, that you yourſelf 
will be ſecure and happy under his wiſe 
and gentle adminiſtration? now your joy 
is founded upon a ſure bottom and is 
truly rational and manly. In like manner, 
to ſee God, and to enjoy him, is a clear 
and exalted view and rational conſidera- 
tion of the divine perfections, as exerted 
and manifeſted in the divine adminiſtra- 
tion. And the ſaint's firm perſuaſion,” or 
rather full aſſurance, that the whole hea- 
venly hoſts in general, and he in particu- 
lar, ſhall be fully and for ever bleſſed and 

happy 
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happy in the divine preſence, and under 
the divine government ; theſe views, and 
feelings, and impreſſions of Deity, conſti- 
tute the dignity, and glory, and felicity 


of the immortal ſoul. Now, although the 


Deity 1s eternally and unchangeably rhe 
ſame, abſtractly conſidered ; yet the di- 
vine perfections, which are infinite, will 
be ſtill more and more manifeſted through 


all eternity. 


To produce thoſe various orders of be- 
ings which do exiſt, and to afford them 
happineſs, according to their reſpective 
natures and capacities, various plans were 
to be concerted, and various ſchemes were 


to be executed. Theſe defigns, although 
eternal in God, were to be executed at 


ſundry times and ſeaſons, agreeable to the 
great plan of Providence, and various con- 
ditions of rational and intelligent crea- 
tures. Theſe means of life and enjoy- 


ment will not ceaſe in time, but continue 


through all eternity. As long as happi- 
neſs, the end of life, doth endure, ſo long 
will the means and methods of attaining 
that happineſs continue. Once the Lord 
deſtroyed the old world by water; he 


will again purify this earth by fire But 


the 


{ 43 J 
the earth ſhall endure for ever: For the 


Lord will rejoice in all his works toge- 
„ther.“ It is inconſiſtent with our no- 
tions of abſolute perfection, to imagine, 
that God will finally deſtroy, or quite an- 
nihilate any of his works; but if God will 
continue all his works in being, is it not 
highly probable in itſelf, and quite con- 
ſiſtent with our notions of infinite good- 
neſs, which delights to communicate hap- 
pineſs, to ſuppoſe, that God will ſtill car- 
ry on the great plan of creation and pro- 
vidence through all eternity ? that he 
will ſtill create new worlds, and fill them 


with inhabitants fitted to their various a- 


bodes, and capable of improvement and 
happineſs : ? Sure infinite ſpace affords 
ample room; and infinite power can ne- 
ver weary. We can never imagine, that 
God will relax the reins of his govern- 
ment, or ceaſe to act by his daily provi- 
dence. It is evident from the mutable 
nature of things, as well as from the ab- 
ſolute and unalterable decree of Heaven, 
that various changes and revolutions muſt 
neceſſarily take place through the bound- 
leſs univerſe. Theſe revolutions, however 
common or accidental they may appear to 

| 6; 
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a heedleſs world, or however dreadful 
and terrible they may be to the wicked, 
are all manifeſtations of Deity, and afford 
matter of contemplation, adoration, and 
praiſe, to all his rational and intelligent 
offspring. Have not the bleſſed above 
been frequently employed in ſuch exer- 
ciſe? Accordingly we find the angels, 


at one time, celebrating the divine good- 


neſs, with an Hoſannah to God in the 
* higheſt, becauſe on earth peace and 
© good-will towards men;” at another 
time, extolling the power and juſtice of 
God, with an “ Alleluia, for the Lord 
God Omnipptent reigneth. Praiſe our 
“ God, all ye his ſervants, and all ye 
* that fear him, both ſmall and great; 
for Babylon the Great is fallen.” 
Io contemplate © the great works of 
creation, of providence, and grace, and 
from thence to ariſe to the adoration and 
celebration of the divine perfections, hath 
ever been conſidered as a principal part of 
the employment of the ſaints in glory. 
And if we reaſon from the conduct of 
angels, as formerly obſerved, it muſt be 
ſo. What a noble employment is this! 
and how naturally and manifeſtly adapted 


to 


[ 4 J 
to advance human nature in dignity and 
perfection! To ſurvey the boundleſs uni- 
verſe, contemplate the annals of heaven, 
and meditate on the great work of re- 
demption through Jeſus Chriſt, is truly 
worthy the dignity of angels, will for e- 
ver exhibit new diſcoveries, and yield 
freſh ſupplies of wonder, adoration, and 
praiſe. One ſurvey of the number, mag- 
nitude, diſtance, and revolution of theſe 
ſtupendous orbs, ſcattered far and wide 
through boundleſs ſpace; one obſervation 
of their connection, dependence, and in- 
fluence upon each other; and one ſuper- 
ficial view of that beautiful order and 
harmony which every where prevails 
throughout the ſpacious univerſe, can ne- 
ver exhauſt the ſubject, diſcover all their 
beauty and perfection, or fully ſatisfy the 
immortal ſoul! The utmoſt ſtretch: of fi- 
nite wiſdom is too narrow to fathom, 
eternity itſelf is too ſhort to comprehend, 
theſe inexhauſtible ſources of knowledge, 
of wonder, and of praiſe !. Can the en- 
lightened ſoul enter the cabinet, and at 
once ranſack the whole volumes of deſti- 
ny, ſearch out all the decrees of God, 
* and find out the Almighty to perfec- 
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* tion?” No: The angels themſelves, 
thoſe immaculate ſpirits who have from 
the beginning been enlightened with the 
rays of divine glory, are unequal to the 
taſk. Theſe miniſtering ſpirits, after the 
moſt accurate and deliberate ſurvey, cry 
out with wonder and admiration, © Great 
* and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
God Almighty; juſt and true are thy 
* ways, thou King of - ſaints,” And, 
ſpeaking of the wonderful works of re- 


demption, an inſpired apoſtle hath told 


us, that angels deſire to look into them,” 
They can ſay, with loud ſhouts and ac- 
clamations of praiſe, * Now is come ſal- 
vation, and ſtrength, and the kingdom 
* of our God, and the power of his 
* Chriſt : for the accuſer of our brethren 
“is caſt down, and his works deſtroyed.” 


And in conſideration of that happy revo- 


lution, they take up this triumphant ſong, 


+ Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and 


power, be unto him that fitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for e- 
But no created being 
can thoroughly comprehend- theſe 

+ ſearchable myſteries of gadlineſs, God 
* manifeſted in the fleſh,” In theſe glo- 


rious 
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nous tranſactions, the divine perfections 
will ſhine forth ſtill brighter and brighter 


through all eternity, for ever exhibiting 
new views and tronger e of 
Deity. bb N | 
But perhaps it may be ſuggeſted by 
ſome weak Chriftian, for the objection 
(in my apprehenſion) is extremely low, 
but it may be ſaid, If the ſoul is in a pro - 
greſſive ſtate in heaven, and ſtill ad van- 
eing to higher degrees of glory and hap- 
pineſs to all eternity, then a great many 
ages hence, it will no doubt be very glo- 
rious, and very happy: but if we ſup- 
poſe a lefs number of ages, it will (by 
the ſame reaſoning) be leſs glorious, and 
leſs happy; and if we ſtill deduce from 
thoſe remaining ages, its glory and hap- * | 
pineſs will ſtill be diminiſhed, in propor- 
tion thereto; in ſo much that, at ſonie cer- 
tain period, it will neither be glorious nor 
happy. But this deſtroys all our notions 
of heavenly happineſs. For if the faint 
in heaven, at any time, is neither glorious 
nor happy, then, as no certain period can 
be aſſigned whence his honour and felici- 
ty ſhall commence, we may fairly con- 
clude, that they never ſhall. But that is 
F 2 | falſe ; 
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falſe; and therefore the notion of the ſoul's- 
gradual tendency to higher perfection and 
happineſs in a future world muſt be ſo 
too. | 

This objection, however ſpecious and 
ſhowy, is the moſt trifling and abſurd 
imaginable. It is highly improper to 
meaſure eternity by days, and years, and 
ages. Theſe ſhort intervals, which mark 
out the ſeveral periods of human life, 
are all ſwallowed up, and loſt, in the 
boundleſs ocean of eternity. But admit- 
ting, for once, theſe little diſtinctions of 
duration in a future ſtate; yet what does 
it prove? That the ſoul ſtill advances to 
higher degrees of dignity and felicity in 
a future ſtate, does by no means 1mply, 
far leſs prove, that it is ever deſtitute of 
honour, or of happineſs. ' Let us only at- 
tend to a well-known fact, in a fimilar 
caſe. Suppoſe a man of fixty years of age: 
by reaſon of his age he 1s then more ho- 
nourable than he was at twenty; and 
from his ſage obſervation, and great ex- 
perience in the world, he is capable of en- 
joying a more noble and exalted happi- 
neſs than he could do at that early period 
of life: but it does not follow from 

thence, 
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thence, that when he was a young many _ 
he was either diſhonourable or unhappy... 
Again, when he was a youth, he was ca- 
pable of a more rational and manly hap- 
pineſs than when a child; but it cannot 
be inferred from this, that he was un- 
happy in childhood: on the contrary, it 
may be ſaid of his childhood, as well as 
of his youth-hood, manhood, or old age, 
that he was perfectly eaſy and happy. He, 
was all along as honourable, and as hap- 
Py, as his capacity, and particular ſeaſon 
of life, would admit of. In like manner, 
the ſaint. in heaven, as ſoon as he enters. 
thoſe regions. of immortal bliſs, will, be. 
fully and completely happy. He will feel 
no pain; know no want; have no deſire 
ungratified.: his glory and happineſs will, 
in every reſpect, be as complete and per- 
fect as he is capable of receiving. But 
it would. be extremely abſurd, nay con- 
trary to the very nature of things, to i- 
magine, that upon his firſt entrance into 
heaven, he ſhould have the ſame know- 
ledge, notions, and feelings, that he will 
have thereafter. Let us conſider the 
great, the inconceivable, the eternal dif- 
ference between a. preſent and a future 

ſtate, 
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ſtate, a material and a ſpiritual world. It 
is ſaid of Moſes, when he came down 
from Mount Sinai, where God appeared 
to him in the cloud, and converſed with 
him in a familiar manner, that his face 


ſhone to that degree, that not only the Iſ- 


raelites, but even Aaron the prieſt of God, 
his own brother, was afraid to come nigh 
him; nor would he ſo much as preſume 
to approach or converſe with him, until 
* he put a veil upon his face.” But how 
infinitely more affecting and amazing will 
the glories of heaven be! The three fa- 
vourite diſciples who witneffed our Lord's 
rransfiguration upon the mount, were ſo 
much charmed with the fight, that they 
wiſhed to continue fill in the fame place: 
but the rays of divine glory, which dart- 
ed from our Lord's body, and' that of his 
auguſt attendants, were ſo exceedingly 
bright and piercing, they ſo much over- 
whelmed their ſenfes, 'and agitated their 
minds, that they hardly underſtood the 


| ſubject of converſation; nor did they then 


comprehend rhe meaning of that heavenly 
viſion. The light that ſhone around” the 
Apoſtle Paul, at his converfion, ſtruck him 
to the ground, and for ſome time depri= 

ved 


14 


ved him of ficht; and afterwards; when. / 


he fell into a trance at Jeruſalem, had a 
viſion of paradiſe, © 
* which are not lawful for a man to utter 
he ſeemed to be quite at a loſs to know 
whether his ſoul was quite ſeparated from, 
and aQted entirely independent of the 
body, or not: Whether in the body, 
lays he, I cannot tell; or whether out 


of the body, I cannot tell; God know» 


Heth!“ But theſe are only partial, cran- 
ſient glimpſes of glory. Have theſe then 
ſuch affecting influences upon mortal 
men ? Sure the departed ſoul muſt be 


exceedingly aſſected. when it is all at once 


ſtruck with the whole ſplendor of heaven 
that tranſcendent brightneſs wherein God 
dwells | How affecting and amazing muſt 
the change be, when the ſoul finds jitſelf 
all at once a naked fpirit! ſurrounded 
with myriads of reſplendent” angels! in 
the immediate preſence of Almighty God ! 
Have you never ſeen a perſon; in the ago- 
nies of death, ſtarting and ſtruggling when 
life is drawing towards a period. We 
preſume not poſitively to ſay what may be 
che occaſion of theſe agitations and feel- 
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Foul, before its final departure from -the 
body, when the earthly houſe of this 
* tabernacle 1s diſſolving,” and the veil 
that intercepts our views of futurity rent, 
broken down, and partly removed; is it 
' 20t natural to imagine, that the foul, in 


taeſe circumſtances, having ſome imper- 
fect glances of an inviſible: world, - ſtarts 
back with ſurpriſe, and cauſes theſe fud- 
den jerks and emotions? | 


but perhaps it may ſtill be objected, 


That the doctrine of the ſoul's | perpetual 
progreſs towards perfection through all e- 
ternity, : ſeems to impeach the juſtice and 


holineſs of God. For the happineſs of 


heaven is propoſed in ſcripture as the re- 
ward of our faith and obedience: Blefl- 


* ed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city: For © he that overco- 


* meth ſhall inherit all things.“ But ju- 
ſtice and equity requires, that the reward 
be duly proportioned to the nature and 
extent of the duty required. But what is 
our duty? and how do we perform it? 
All. that is required of us is a moſt rea- 
ſonable ſer vice; and although faithfully 


performed, 
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performed, little or no reward can be ex- 
pected. But our time of action is ex- 
tremely ſhort; our abilities very weak and 
imperfect; and our beſt ſervices ſullied 
and tarniſhed with numberleſs blemiſhes 
and imperfections : it is therefore incon- 
ſiſtent with the infinite perfections of Al- 
mighty God, to beſtow ſuch immenſe, ſuch 
endleſs happineſs, upon ſuch deſpicable 
creatures, whoſe foundation is in the 
* duſt, and who dwell in cottages of clay,” 
and merit ſo little honour or favour from 
the Almighty, ©* who is holy in al his 
* works, and juſt in all his ways. 

This objection, if it proves any thing at 
all, certainly proves too much. The very 
notion of duty naturally implies in it an ob- 
ligation in the moral agent to perform that 
duty. Merit naturally implies in it, that the 
perſon to whom the ſervice is done, has 
no right or title to demand that ſervice; 
and conſequently that the agent, or perſon 
employed, is under no natural or moral ob- 
ligation or neceſſity of performing that ſer- 
vice: for this comes not under the notion 
of duty. Now, we are ſo far from meriting 
at the hand of God, that our moſt pure 
and perfect ſervices fall infinitely ſhort of 
our duty; are unworthy the acceptance 
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of a pure and holy God; © and leſs than 
the leaſt of all his mercies:” For © there 
is no man that doth good, and ſinneth 
* not.” 80 far then are we from de- 
manding that honour and happineſs as 
our unqueſtionable right and property, 
and claiming it as the reward of our obe- 
dience, and due to our merit, that we 
humbly and gratefully acknowledge, with 
the prophet, that it is of the Lord's 
** mercy that we are not conſumed.” On 
this footing then we cannot ſtand. Were 
the plea of merit our only hope, ſtrict 
and inflexible juſtice our only expectation, 
we {ſhould inſtantly give up the point. 
We would not ſo much as mention hea- 
ven, far leſs preſume to dwell in the pre- 
ſence of God ! On the contrary, we know, 
that guilty fear, perplexing anxiety, tri- 
bulation and anguiſh, remorſe and endleſs 
deſpair, would be the lot of our inherit- 
ance, and-portion of our cup. But thanks 
be unto God, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we have now a ſure ground of 
hope, and perfect word of promiſe. 

Let us conſider God's amazing conde- 
ſcenſion and beneficence to mankind, and 
the objection here offered will immediate- 


1 11 
ly vaniſh. © God is love. — He dwells in 
love.“ — His whole dealings with man 
flow from fatherly kindneſs and diſinter- 
eſted love. Why did God chuſe the Iſ- 
raelites, and eſtabliſh his covenant with 
that people? Was it becauſe they were 
more in number than any people? No: 
we are expreſsly told, Deut. vii. 7. That 
they were the feweſt of all people.” But 
he choſe them, becauſe he loved them.” 
Why did God ſend his only Son to re- 
deem and ſave a guilty world? was it not 
becauſe he loved the world?! For, 
John iii. 16. God ſo loved the. world, 


that he gave his only begotten Son, that 


© wholoeyer believeth in him, ſhould not 
“ periſh, but have everlaſting life. The 
Pſalmiſt David viewed the Supreme Being 
in this moſt endearing light; and repre- 
ſented him as the beſt, as well as the 
greateſt being in the univerſe. Celebra- 
ting the divine perfections, he ſays, 
Pſal. cxlv. 8. The Lord is gracious, and 
** full of compaſſion; flow. to anger, and 
aof great mercy. Obſerve the force of 
theſe expreſſions: The Lord is gra- 
* cious.“ His goodneſs to his creatures 
far exceeds their merits or deſerts. His 
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generoſity and liberality are not confined 
to good men: No; they extend even to 
the wicked and the unthankful: For he 
** cauſeth his ſun to ſhine, and rain to 
* deſcend, upon the juſt and the unjuſt. 
% The Lord is full of compaſſion.“ He 
ſees all the troubles and calamities inci- 
dent to mankind in this valley of tears. 
He knows our frame: he pities our 
frailties: he remembers that we are but 
* duſt.” He has a ſympathy, or feeling 
(as it were) of our diſtreſſes, as far as con- 
ſiſtent with infinite perfection. The 
Lord is ſlow to anger.“ Although God 
may be, nay frequently is, offended with 
certain characters, to ſuch a degree, as to 
puniſh them in a remarkable manner; 
yet he is here repreſented, and daily ex- 
perience confirms the important truth, as 
one who is not eaſily provoked at the re- 
peated indignities offered him by his crea- 
tures, but long- ſuffering and patient, bear- 
ing with them after obſtinate and repeat- 
ed tranſgreſſions. And this his long- ſuf- 
fering patience and forbearance he chal- 
lenges as the ſpecial prerogative of the 
divine nature: * I am God, and not man,” 
is the reaſon he aſſigns why the children 
| of 


( 37 ] 

of men are not conſumed. We have a 
moſt beautiful repreſentation of the divine 
tenderneſs and forbearance in the caſe of 
Ephraim. Notwithſtanding Ephraim's 
black and deteſtable character, the pro- 
phet, Hoſ. xi. 8. introduceth God as ex- 
poſtulating thus: How ſhall 1 give thee 
„up, Ephraim? how ſhall L deliver thee; 
* Iſrael ? how ſhall I make thee as Ad- 
„mah: how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? 
„Mine heart is turned within me: my 
repentings are kindled together. I will 
* not execute the flerceneſs of mine an- 
ger; I will not return to deſtroy E- 
« phraim: for I am God, and not man. 
* AIThe Lord is of great mercy.” At firſt 
fight, one would be apt to imagine, that 
the Pſalmiſt had committed an 1mproprie- 
ty, in ſaying, that God “ is of great mer- 
cy, ſince the mercy of God, as well as 
all his other perfections, is infinite : but 
there is a peculiar force and elegance in 
the expreſſion; The Pſalmiſt had already 
ſaid, That the Lord is gracious.” Now, 
we all know, that the goodneſs or love of 
God is infinite: but as it is impoſſible for 
finite creatures to experience it in ſo 
high a degree, fo by that declaration he 
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only means, that the divine bounty or ge- 
neroſity does not depend on the merits of 


the receiver: The Lord is full of com- 


** paſſion.” Now, if we could poſſibly 
conceive a man, who is perfectly pure and 
innocent, ſuffering pain or affliction of 
any kind ; then we certainly know, that 
God would pity that man; he would in- 
ſtantly deliver him from all his ſufferings : 
but this being impoſſible in itſelf, for 
where there is no fin; real or imputed, 
there can be no ſuffering,” perſonal or vi- 
carious; how then is it conſiſtent with the 
divine holineſs to commiſerate ſinful crea- 
ture? creatures who, by their folly and 
wickedneſs, have brought all that miſery 
upon themſelves ? - Here is a kind of pre- 
ſumption all along againſt ſome one or o- 
ther of the divine perfections: there is 
a kind of inſinuation, that God is even 
partial in our favour; that he declines, as 
it were, a little from our ſtrict notions of 
juſtice and holineſs, in order to make us 
happy. In the ſame manner, the Pfſalmiſt 
here ſays, that God is of great mercy;“ 
thereby ſignifying, that the divine cle- 
mency to us ſinful creatures is much great- 


er than we have any title to, or could e- 


ven 
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ven hope to receive. Such were the RR 
tions and feelings of the Iſraelites under” 
the law; but divine grace ſhines: NR 


moſt conſpicuouſly under the goſpel. 

In the parable of the prodigal ſon, ns 
converſion of one ſingle ſinner is repre- 
ſented as giving joy, not only to ſaints 
and angels, but even to God himſelf ! 


An idea ſuggeſted by the. Son of God, the - 


moſt noble and delightful that ever en- 
tered into the breaſt of man! There the 
good old man is repreſented as partial in 
his ſon's favour: he takes no notice of 
his former follies; he does not upbraid 


him for his vicious conduct; but inſtant- 


ly, and fondly, receives him into grace 


and favour. The force of our Lord's rea- 


ſoning through the whole of this divine 


allegory, terminates in this, Do weak mor- 


tal parents, men who are ſubject to paſ- 


ſion and reſentment, forgive their undu- 
tiful children? are they ready to pardon 


their follies and extra vagancies? and ex- 


ceedingly glad to receive them into favour 
again? How much more tenderneſs and 


goodneſs will God, the great parent of 


the univerſe, ſhew his rational, though 


n offspring! The divine mercy 
and 
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and compaſſion towards us exceed our af- 
fection and ſympathy for each other, in 
proportion as the divine perfections and 
excellencies ſurpaſs the powers and fa» 
culties of human nature. But ſhould 
this exuberant bounty, and amazing love, 
of God to his creatures, give offence to 
ſome, who are more ſelfiſh, narrow-mind- 
ed, and uncharitable, I beg leave to ad- 
dreſs them in the ſolemn and awful words 
of the apparition to Eliphaz the Temanite, 
Job iv. 17. © Shall mortal man be more 
* juſt than God? ſhall a man be more 
* pure than his maker?“ and in the 
words of our bleſſed Saviour, Matth. xx. 
15. Ils it not lawful for me to do what 
* I will with mine own? is thine eye evil 
** becauſe I am good?” May we not then, 
from the ſpirit and manifeſt tendency of 
theſe divine diſpenſations, fairly conclude, 
that theſe diſpenſations of grace and mer- 
cy ſhall be ſtill more manifeſtly and illu- 
ſtriouſly difplayed through all eternity? 


Hath God done ſo much for the honour 


and happineſs of his creatures? and wall 


he not complete their dignity and felici- 


ty? *© Hath he redeemed us from death, 
and ranſomed us from the power of the 
„grave? 


6 


«© grave? and will he net fill: carry on 
our improvement in grace and glory? 


The order of the divine adminiſtration 
certainly requires, and the honour of the 


divine perfections (if I may ſo ſpeak): is 


engaged to exalt the ſaint to- ſtill higher 
degrees of light, and life and glory, 
through all eternity. Well then may we 
join the Pſalmiſt David in theſe ſublime 
ſtrains of praiſe and thankſgiving, Bleſs 


< the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not 


* all his benefits, c. Let theſe noble 


proſpects fire our emulation and ambition 
to reach thoſe happy regions of eternal 


day. Let us not ceaſe to run, till we ob- 


tain the prize. Let us not ceaſe to fight 
in the good fight of faith, till we are 
crowned with victory and: ſucceſs. Let 


us not ceaſe to ſtrive, till we have entered | 
the gates of the New Jeruſalem. And 


let theſe earneſt endeavours after holineſs, 


and thoſe exalted views of felicity, chear 


up our drooping ſpirits amid the various 
ſtorms and tempeſts of human life, 


ſtrengthen our reſolutions, and maintain 
our ſteadineſs and perſeverance ; tor if we 
are © faithful unto death, we ſhall receive 
a crown of life.” The time of our 
2 complete 
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complete redemption draweth nig! We 
ſhall ſoon take up the triumphant: ſong 
of the bleſſed above, O Death, where is 
* thy ſting ? O Grave, where is thy victo- 
4 ry? Thanks be to God, who hath gi- 


ven us the victory, . our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt.” 
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